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SITUATION REPORT NO.  52
INCIDENT NO. 97-015

DATE: June 25, 1997         TIME: 12:00 P.M.

TO: Governor Edward T. Schafer
State Capitol
Bismarck, ND 58505

1. NATURE OF DISASTER:  Spring flood statewide.

2. DEATHS AND INJURIES: No change from previous reports.

3. DAMAGES:  Runoff from the Yellowstone and Missouri Rivers is causing Lake Sakakawea
to rise to its second highest level in 22 years. The reservoir level was at 1,852.9 feet June
25.  The reservoir rose to its highest level of 1,854.8 feet in 1975.  In response to the
increased inflows, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) planned to increase
releases from 44,000 cubic feet per second (cfs) to 47,000 cfs at 12 p.m. June 25. 
Releases will again be increased on June 27 to 50,000 cfs.  The USACE reports that the
high water level at Lake Sakakawea will close many boat ramps, campgrounds, picnic
areas and playgrounds.  Major sites will remain open, including Fort Stevenson State Park,
Indian Hills, Lewis & Clark State Park and Little Missouri Bay.

Devils Lake at Creel Bay had risen to 1,442.31 feet MSL on June 25, a slight increase of
0.01 feet during the past 24 hours.

Heavy rainfalls in eastern North Dakota during the past few days have caused rivers to rise,
including the Red and Maple Rivers. Communities along the rivers will see minor to
moderate rises.  These rises should remain within the rivers’ banks.

4. RESOURCES:

LOCAL: No change from previous reports.

STATE: No change from previous reports.

FEDERAL: No change from previous reports.
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5. VOLUNTEER ACTION:  The State Bar Association of North Dakota provided legal
assistance training for 130 volunteer attorneys to answer questions from flood victims.  
AT&T donated a hotline, (888) 853-7550, for the project, a joint effort by the State Bar
Association and Legal Assistance of North Dakota.  This project has also been coordinated
with Northwest Minnesota Legal Services. To date, volunteers have answered more than
700 phone calls. The State Bar Association estimates that 70 of the approximately 200
Grand Forks attorneys were directly impacted by flooding and the downtown fire. The Cass
County Bar Association organized efforts of Fargo attorneys who have shared office space
with displaced Grand Forks attorneys.  The State Bar Association served as a
clearinghouse for Grand Forks  attorneys and clients.

6. MAJOR ACTIONS: James Lee Witt, director of the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA), announced on June 24 that more than $11.8 million in federal Hazard
Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) funds have been allocated for the acquisition of homes
located in the Red River’s floodplain. The announcement came the day after the N.D. State
Hazard Mitigation team recommended approval of the projects.  The city of Grand Forks will
receive $10.4 million in federal funds for a $13.9 million project to acquire 294 substantially-
damaged homes.  The city of Fargo will receive $1.4 million in federal assistance for a
proposed $1.9 million project involving the acquisition of 18 at-risk and substantially-
damaged homes.  This represents funding for the first portion of the city’s $9.8 million
proposal.  FEMA pays 75 percent of the project, and the state and local governments share
the remaining 25 percent.

The N.D. Office of Intergovernmental Assistance (OIA) has allocated more than $4.4 million
to date for flood recovery efforts in eastern communities.  The city of Grand Forks has
received $1.4 million in HOME funds for flood recovery activities to include rehabilitation of
old homes and construction of new homes.  This amount includes $600,000 that the city of
Bismarck voluntarily released to be redirected to the city of Grand Forks. OIA has also
allocated Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds as follows: $1 million to the
city of Grand Forks: $1 million to the city of Devils Lake; $500,000 to the Red River Regional
Council for Red River area projects; and $500,000 to the Lake Agassiz Regional Planning
Council for the city of Wahpeton.

The N.D. Department of Human Services reports that 181 crisis counselors have provided
support to more than 10,000 flood survivors.

The N.D. Insurance Department has closed its temporary office in Fargo. The temporary
office in Grand Forks remains open. Although calls and visitors to the office have decreased,
the need still exists for consumers to discuss insurance coverage and claims information
with Insurance Department personnel.

The Ward County Emergency Manager reported that 1,000 sandbags were given to officials
in Mountrail County, where they will be used to protect mobile homes threatened by a rising
Lake Sakakawea.

To date, Public Assistance staff has determined that costs of eligible damages total more
than $20.6 million for infrastructure repairs, emergency work and debris removal in the
declared counties.
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To date, Job Service North Dakota  has paid nearly $2.8 million in Disaster Unemployment
Assistance (DUA) and has received 6,929 applications from self-employed persons,
farmers, migrant workers and farm workers.

More than 35,000 North Dakotans have reported personal property damages to the National
Teleregistration Center (NTC). Of those applicants, 22,712 have received more than $44
million in Disaster Housing assistance.

SBA has approved more than $123.2 million in low-interest loans for businesses and
individuals.  The SBA has received 9,790 loan applications, 5,526 of which have been
approved.  Of the loans, 66 percent were to home owners for real estate and personal
property losses and 34  percent were to business owners for repairs to businesses and for
lost income.

The state Individual and Family Grant (IFG) program has approved more than $4 million in
grants to individuals for flood losses.  The average IFG grant is $1,205.

7. ASSISTANCE NEEDED: No change from previous reports.

8. OUTSIDE HELP ON SCENE: No change from previous reports.

9. OTHER:  Other web site addresses for flood recovery information include:

N.D. Division of Emergency Management: http://www.state.nd.us/dem
N.D. League of Cities: http://www.ndlc.org
N.D. State Water Commission: http://water.swc.state.nd.us
N.D. Attorney General Office: http://www.state.nd.us/ndag
N.D. Department of Agriculture: http://www.state.nd.us/agr/
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers: http://www.ncs-wc.usace.army.mil
U.S. Geological Survey: http://srv1dndbmk.cr.usgs.gov/public/

__________________________________
Douglas C. Friez, State Director


